RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
RAJYA SABHA

June 11, 2020

Hon'ble Speaker,

Sub: Request to invite His Holiness 14* Dalai Lama to address a joint session of the Indian
Parliament

| draw your attention to my request in 2013 i.e. 7 years ago, o invite HH Dalai Lama to
address our Parliament. | am enclosing copies of my letters for your information.

The Indian Parliament has accorded this privilege to leaders from around the world and
His Holiness Dalai Lama is a spiritual leader of great stature recognized around the world.

Importantly, India has a deep historic spiritual and cultural connect with both Tibet and
Buddhism over centuries and HH Dalai Lama represents both- as a great Spiritual leader.

On January 28, 2020, The Tibetan Policy and Support Act of 2019 passed the US House of
Representatives was supported by 95 per cent of the Congress. It shows that support for
Tibet in the US and even Europe and many Western countries is very strong.

Being the largest democracy, our Parliament is an institution that many other countries
and people around the world look upto. Having His Holiness, the 14th Dalai Lama address
a joint session of Parliament will go a long way in supporting and spreading His Holiness'
message of peace, tolerance and harmony in India, our region and around the world.

Sincerely,
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RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR

Shri Om Birla

Hon'ble Speaker - Lok Sabha
20, Akbar Road

Government of India

New Delhi

Copy to:
1. Shri Narendra Modi, Hon'ble Prime Minister of India
2. Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Hon'ble Vice President of India &
Chairman of Rajya Sabha
3. Dr. S Jaishankar, Hon'ble Minister of External Affair, Government of India

7, Gurudwara Rakabganj Road, New Delhi-110004 India
Tel: + 91-11-23094044 Fax : + 91-11-23094042
E-mail : rajeev.c@nic.in
www.rajeev.in
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MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
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Member of Standing Commitiee on Finance
Member of Consuliative Committee on Finance
Member of Parliameniory Forum on Youth
Co-Chairman, Vigilance & Monitoring Committee, Bangalore Urban District
Vice Chairman, National Mifitary Memorial Management Trust, Bangalore
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Sub. : Request to invite His Holiness The 14™ Dalai Lama to address the Parliament

India has had a long standing relationship with Tibet and its people. Qur country had
offered pdlitical asylum to the 14th Dalai Lama in 1959, who still leads the Tibetan
community as their spiritual leader.

Qur country has always shown care and compassion for the cause of the Tibetan
peopie. In fact, my state Karnatoka created the first ever Tibetan exile seitlement way
back in 1960, and today, is home to one of the largest Tibetan refugee population in
India. As the world’s largest democracy, we also hove a moral responsibility to the
Tibetan people.

The Tibetan youth turn to self-immolation - a painful form of protest - in their bid to draw
the attention of the international communily towards their suffering. The lack of freedom
drives the Tibetan youth to take such drastic steps. Over 100 Tibetan youth have self-

immolated to demand the return of His Haoliness the 14" Dalai Lamo and freedom in
Tibet.

Being the largest democracy, our Parlioment is an institution that many other countries
look up to. Therefore, | request that His Holiness the 147 Dalai Lama be invited to
address our Parliament, and thereby, also address the people of our nation. This will go
a long way in supporting and spreading His Holiness’ message of peace, tolerance and
harmony for all the peoples of the world.

Yours Sincerely,

1
.

i

ot Andg_
RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR

Smt. Meira Kumar

Hon'ble Speaker — Lok Sabha
Government of India

New Delhi

211 Nosth Avenue, New Deathi-110007 India
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Sub. : Reguest fo ?nvife His Holiness The 14™ Dalai Lama to address the Parliament l

India has had a long standing relationship with Tibet and its people. Our country had
offered political asylum to the 14th Dalai Lama in 1959, who still leads the Tibetan
communily as their spiritual leader.

Qur country has always shown care and compassion for the cause of the Tibetan
people. In fact, my state Karnataka created the first ever Tibetan exile setflement way
back in 1960, and today, is home to one of the largest Tibetan refugee population in
India. As the world’s largest democracy, we also have o moral responsibility to the
Tibetan people.

The Tibetan youth turn to self-immolation - a painful form of protest - in their bid to draw
the attention of the infernational community fowards their suffering. The lack of freedom
drives the Tibetan youth to take such drastic steps. Over 100 Tibetan youth have self-

immolated to demand the return of His Holiness the 14" Dalai Lama and freedom in
Tibet.

Being the largest democracy, our Parlioment is an institution that many other countries

look up to. Therefore, | request that His Holiness the 14" Daloi Lama be invited to

address our Parliament, and thereby, also address the people of our natfion. This will go
a long way in supporiing and spreading His Holiness’ message of peace, tolerance and
harmony for all the peoples of the world.

Yours Sincerely,

RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR

Shri Mochammad Hamid Ansari
Hon'ble Vice President of india and
Chairman-Rajya Sabha

Parliament House
New Delhi

211 Morth Avenue, New Delhi-110001 India
Tel: + 91-11-23094044 Fox : + 91-11-230940472
E-mail ; rojeev.c@nicin
WAWWLTOIBEV.IT)



