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Sub: Urge you to protect Bannerghatta National Park from vested commercial 
interest. 

I am writing to you with a representation from United Bengaluru- Naagarika Citizens' 
Watch Committee (Enclosed as Annexure ij and with a sense of urgency regarding 
the critical condition of Bannerghatta National Park (BNP) and the disastrous 
consequences of the new draft notification reducing the area of Eco-Sensitive Zone 
(ESZ) around Bannerghatta National Park from 268. 96 sq km to 169 .84 sq km. 

As you may be aware, Bannerghatta National Park has a crucial multi-faceted role 
to play given its proximity to Bengaluru city. It serves as a wildlife corridor connecting 
Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary, Nagarhole National Park and other areas in the Nilgiri 
biosphere reserve. Being close to Bengaluru, Bannerghatta National Park is vital in 
maintaining the ecological balance and sustainability of Bengaluru city and in 
reducing the heat island effect, pollution levels and overall quality of life for the city's 
inhabitants. 

Sadly, despite repeated interventions from both Citizens and myself to secure the 
National Park and the ESZ, illegal mining and quarrying continues in and around 
the forest. These unregulated activities are destroying both the ecology, and 
adversely affecting agrarian communities who are facing repercussion because of 
both the quarrying and subsequent man-animal conflict. 

Owing to pressure from citizens and experts, the Mining and Geology Department 
and Forest Department in Karnataka has shut down numerous illegal 
mining/quarrying units around the periphery of Bannerghatta National Park in June 
2018. The effect of these closures has been tremendous, where within weeks of the 
closure, wildlife was sighted in and around mining zones. But as per few media 
reports most of these quarries have begun operations and recently a female journalist 
and her crew were attacked by a group of people linked to the mining mafia while 
filming illegal mining activities around BNP. 
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