IAF ready at all times: Air Chief

‘Rafale aircraft, S-400 missile svstems will further enhance our capabilities’

SPECIAL CORRESFONDENT
NEW BELHL

The Indian Air Force is “ever
prepared” to meet any con-
. tingencies and the recent lar-

gest-ever pan-India exercise
Gagan Shakti 2018 show-
cased the “operational capa-
bility and readiness of the
1AF", Air Chiel Marshal B.S.
Dhanoa said here on
Monday.

During the exercise, more
than 1,000 sorties were
flown, which include 9,000
by fighter aircraft. Over
1,400 officers and 14,000
men were deployed. Fo-
cussed efforts enabled us to
maintain a very high dis-
patch rate of combat assets
and combat support sys-
tems,” he said addressing the
force at the Hindon Air Force

The 5arang team performing manoeuvres during the Air Force

Day parade near New Delhi on Monday, ssanoger saxena

Station on the occasion of
the 86th Alr Force Day.

The exercise was conduct-
ed to practise real-time coor-
dination, deployment of
forces, and employment of

air power in a realistic short
and intense battle scenario,
Detailing the force moder-
nisation being undertaken,
Air Chief Marshal Dhanoa
said; *The acquisition of 36

Rafale aircraft, the 5-400
missile systems, Apache at-
tack helicopters and Chi-
nook heavy-lift helicopters
will further enhance our
capability.”

Impressive parade

To commemorate the anni-
versary, the IAF put up an
impressive air parade. The
Dakota-DC3 aireraft, which
played a vital role in the
194748 India-Pakistan war,
made its maiden fly past, af-
ter it was refurbished and
presented to the IAF by Ra-
jeev Chandrasekhar, MP, ear-
Iy this year. The IAF's Surya
Kiran Aerobatics Team, com-
prising nine Hawk 132 air-
craft, and the Sarang Heli-
copter  Display  Team,
performed manoeuvres,



