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1. In view of our discussion in the main Judgment, we 

are of the considered view that the fixation of 

distance from water bodies (lakes and Rajkalewas) 

suffers from the inbuilt contradiction, legal infirmity 

and is without any scientific justification.  The RMP 

– 2015 provides 50m from middle of the Rajkalewas 

as buffer zone in the case of primary Rajkalewas, 

25m in the case of secondary Rajkulewas and 15m 

in the tertiary Rajkulewas in contradiction to the 

30m in the case of lake which is certainly much 

bigger water body and its utility as a water body/ 

wetland is well known certainly part of wet land. 

Thus, we direct that the distance in the case of 

Respondents Nos. 9 and 10 from Rajkulewas, 

Waterbodies and wetlands shall be maintained as 

below:- 

(i) In the case of Lakes, 75m from the 

periphery of water body to be 

maintained as green belt and buffer 

zone for all the existing water bodies 

i.e. lakes/wetlands. 

(ii) 50m from the edge of the primary 

Rajkulewas. 

(iii) 35m from the edges in the case of 

secondary Rajkulewas 

(iv) 25m from the edges in the case of 

tertiary Rajkulewas  

  This buffer/green zone would be treated as no 

construction zone for all intent and purposes.  This 

is absolutely essential for the purposes of 
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sustainable development particularly keeping in 

mind the ecology and environment of the areas in 

question. 

  All the offending constructions raised by 

Respondents  Nos. 9 and 10 of any kind including 

boundary wall shall be demolished which falls 

within such areas. Wherever necessary dredging 

operations are required, the same should be carried 

out to restore the original capacity of the water 

spread area and/or wetlands.  Not only the existing 

construction would be removed but also none of 

these Respondents - Project Proponent would be 

permitted to raise any construction in this zone.   

  All authorities particularly Lake development 

Authority shall carry out this operation in respect of 

all the water bodies/ lakes of Banglore.  

2.  The capacity of the existing STPs to treat sewage is 

729 MLD, whereas another 500 MLD sewage is 

proposed to be treated in 10 upcoming STPs. In this 

context, all the STPs operating in the area whether 

Government or privately owned, should meet the 

revised standards notified by CPCB /MoEF. 

3. Bangalore city receives treated potable water of 

1360 MLD from river Cauvery whereas the 

requirement is for another 750 MLD and the entire 

area falls in critical zone in terms of ground water 

exploitation.  Information reveals that only one 

million litre per month of STP treated water is used 

by builders for construction purposes.   For this 

reason, the BWSSB issues partial NOC to various 
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buffer zone of 75 m should be provided between 

the lake and the project area and this should be 

maintained as green area. 

ii. In the remaining area, where primary Rajkalewa 

is abutting the project area, 50 m buffer zone on 

the side of the project area from the edge of the 

rajkalewa should be maintained as green belt. 

iii. Several irrigation canals or tertiary rajkalewas 

taking off from the Agara tank were passing 

through the area of respondent no. 9,  and serve 

the dual purpose of irrigating paddy fields and 

disposal of surface run off (storm water drains) 

during rainy season. However on account of the 

activities of the project, these drains have been 

totally obliterated. For the purpose of proper 

disposal of storm runoff from the entire area 

falling between the Agara lake and    the 

Belandur Lake, respondent no. 9 must provide 

required number of storm water drains based on 

proper hydrological study. These storm drains 

should have a buffer  zone of 15 m on either 

bank maintained as green belt. 

iv. The cumulative quantity of earth excavated for 

the construction of project is around 4 lakhs 

cubic meters in the depth range of 0 to 9 meters.  

This has created huge hillock like structure 

obstructing the natural flow pattern of surface 

runoff from Agara Lake side to Balendur Lake 

side or primary Rajkalewas.  For this purpose, 

during construction phase garland drain should 
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be constructed around the existing dumping site 

for safe disposal of runoff to the Rajkalewas. For 

the disposal of excavated material, a proper 

muck disposal plan  duly approved by SIEAA 

shall be prepared.  In any case the plan should 

ensure that no muck/sediment flows into 

Rajkalewas and/or Belandur lake. 

v. The Kharab land identified by Revenue Dept. 

admeasuring 1 acre 2 guntas should be 

demarcated and maintained separately as green 

belt.   

vi. The entire green belt created under the directions 

of this Tribunal should not to be considered as 

part of green belt of the project as part of EC 

condition and will be over and above the green 

belt as indicated in the EC. 

vii. In view of the heavy traffic load in the adjoining 

Sarjapur road, a proper study on the basis of 

traffic density,foot falls expected, etc., a proper 

plan needs to be prepared and the concept of 

service road exclusively for the project needs to 

be worked out and additional parking space 

created within the project area and incorporated 

as a part of the overall project layout, within a 

period of 3 months. 

 

10. Though, at the time of hearing prior to passing the 

Judgment, we had heard the parties on all aspects 

but still we have provided re-hearing to the parties 

on all issues with emphasis on imposition of 
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environmental compensation including the 

quantum.  Upon hearing, we are of the considered 

view that environmental compensation imposed 

upon Respondent No. 9 calls for no variation and 

the Respondent No. 9 should be called upon to pay 

the said amount of Rs. 117.35 Crores determined 

under the Judgment prior to commencement of any 

project activity at the site.  Respondent No. 10 has 

not commenced any actual construction activity but 

has carried out various preparatory steps including 

excavation and deposition of huge earth by creating 

a hillock at the premises in question and a site 

office.  

  Thus, considering cumulative effect on 

environment and ecology due to various breaches in 

that behalf by Respondent No. 10 and the fact that 

the remedial measures can more effectively be taken 

by the Respondent No. 10, we reduce environmental 

compensation payable by Respondent No. 10 to Rs. 

13.5 crores (3% of the stated project cost instead of 

5% as imposed in the original judgment).  

 

 

General Directions: 

1. We direct SEIAA, Karnataka to issue amended order 

granting Environmental Clearance within four 

weeks from today incorporating all the conditions 

stated in this judgement and such other conditions 

as it may deem appropriate in light of this judgment 

and Inspection Note of the Expert Members. The 
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 With the above directions, the Original Application 

No. 222 of 2014 and Misc. Applications Nos. 596/2016 

and 603/2016 are finally disposed of while leaving the 

parties to bear their own costs.  
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