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Film festival on late
Vishnuvardhan was a crowd
puller: Bharati Vishnuvardhan
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CITY

DGP Shankar Bidari to attend
celebrations of Infant Jesus
Church in Vivek Nagar today

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Efforts have
been made to
remove the
encroachments
at monuments
–– Kumari Selja
Union minister

Briefs

ADMISSION DATE
EXTENDED
Kuvempu University
Directorate of Distance
Education has announced
that the penalty date to
submit applications for
admission in distance education courses has been
extended up to January 16,
2012 with a fine of Rs 100.
The forms can be submitted
till February 16, 2012, with a
fine of Rs 300. For details
on admissions and prospectus for BA, BSc, BBM, BCom,
MA, MCom, MSc, LLM and
PG Diploma courses, contact the authorised study
centre Manasa Educational
Trust, 5th Cross,
Malleswaram Circle,
Bengaluru. Phone:
23369355/56/9880498484

BOOKS FOR
SSLC STUDENTS
Rao’s Academy has released
six SSLC model question
and answer papers with the
help of noted faculty members. The academy is planning free consultation and
guidance for students and
parents who wish to know
about the exams and subsequent studies. Contact
99005 75990.

Other stories

TIGER DEATH
LEADS TO
COMBING OPs
DC CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU, JAN. 2

A day after an alleged tiger
killing inside the Bandipur
Tiger Reserve, forest officials began combing operations in Kalkere Range
where the tiger was suspected to have been
poached using jaw traps.
Two tiger deaths have
been
reported
inside
Bandipur in the last three
days, but the forest department has been defending
itself saying there was only
one death. Local conservationists and insiders in the
department had alleged on
Sunday that the tiger
which died in the trap, has
been buried and the matter
was closed.
“On Sunday night several patches of Kalkere forest
were combed and there is
evidence of poachers roaming in the area to install
the traps. We are not sure
how many traps have been
recovered, but a team is
behind the poachers,”
informed sources from the
Karnataka Forest Department said. Conservationists say the department has clues on the
tribesmen who are specialists in laying jaw traps and
are seen around Bandipur
Forests. So much so that
the foresters had information on the sighting of a
couple inside the forest too.

MEGA JAIPUR
FOOT CAMP FROM
JANUARY 5
DC CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU, JAN. 2

Rotary Peenya is organising its 15th annual free
Mega Jaipur Foot Camp
from January 5 to January
11
at
Ganesh
Bagh,
Infantry Road.
At the camp, Jaipur foot,
calipers and crutches will
be provided to the physically challenged free of cost.
Food and accommodation
for the beneficiaries and
attendants is arranged by
Rotary Peenya.
The camp will also be
open for registration for
free
polio
corrective
surgery. Rotary Bangalore
Peenya has provided 5,263
Jaipur foot, 12,354 calipers,
5,100 crutches, 411 tricycles
and 720 wheel chairs to the
needy so far. For details,
contact:
9341214915/
9379555465.

Shame! 59 monuments encroached
Some centrally protected monuments

AKANKSHA
MEHROTRA | DC

■ Old Dungeon Fort and Gates

BENGALURU, JAN. 2

Karnataka, once respected
for the legendary rulers of
Nanda
and
Mauryan
Empire, today neglects its
own history and culture.
The state administration
has done nothing to prevent encroachment and
unauthorised construction
on 59 of the centrally protected monuments, reveals
the Union government.
This came to light in a
questionnaire presented
by Member of Parliament,
Rajeev Chandrasekhar to
the minister for culture.
Minister of Housing and
Urban Poverty Alleviation
and Minister for Culture
Kumari Seljia in a letter
replied to him: “There are
507 centrally protected

■ Tipu Sultan’s Palace
■ Pre-Historic Site (Chikajal)
■ Tipu Sultan’s birth place (Devanahalli)
■ Pre- Historic Site (Hejjala)
■ Pre- Historic Site (Managondanahalli)
■ Pre- Historic Site (Savanadurga)

monuments/
sites
in
Karnataka. There are
instances of encroachment
and unauthorised construction on 59 of the centrally protected monuments”.
In reply to the query on
the action that the govern-

ment has taken to demolish the encroachments and
illegal construction from
these 59 sites, she said as
and when an encroachment is noticed by the field
office of Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), an
FIR is lodged with the local

1,640 homes for
Ejipura residents
DC CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU, JAN. 2

After dillydallying for several years, BBMP has
given a new year’s gift to
the residents of Ejipura.
The Palike and Maverick
Holdings and Investment
Private Limited entered
into a concession agreement on Monday for the
development of a housing
complex
for
the
Economically
Weaker
Sections
(EWS)
in
Koramangala. The agreement proposes the construction of 1,640 houses
for the EWS in partnership
with the private company.
Though
Opposition
parties had objected to
the PPP model, the state
government has given its
nod to the project. BBMP
engineer-in-chief B. T.
Ramesh and Maverick
Holdings’
managing
director
Uday
Garudachar inked the
agreement. The construction of housing complexes for the Economically
Weaker Sections was
pending for a long time
due to the legal battle
between
Maverick
Holdings and Mssrs
Akruthi Nirman.
Speaking to DC Mr
Garudachar said that
earlier, the proposal was
to build the ground floor
plus seven floors. But due
to the relaxation in the
Comprehensive
Development Plan 2015,
the ground plus nine
floors can be built along
with space for commercial ventures. Each of the
blocks will be provided

police which is followed up
with a show cause notice to
the offender by the ASI.
The
Superintendent
Archaeologist
of
the
Circles is vested with the
powers of the Estate officer
and he/she can initiate
action against the offend-

ers. “Action is also initiated under the Public
Premises (Eviction of
unauthorized occupants)
Act, 1971 whereever applicable. Non compliance of
the show cause notice is
followed by demolition
order issued to the offender as well as the district
collector/magistrate
to

LEADING BY EXAMPLE

Mosquito menace
near Varthur lake
AMIT S. UPADHYE | DC

Demand for ward
committees

BENGALURU, JAN. 2

Appalled by the inordinate delay in constitution of ward committees, with citizens as its
members, RTI activist
S. Amaresh has shot off
a letter to mayor
Sharadamma R. urging
her to direct the BBMP
commissioner M. K.
Shankarlinge Gowda to
form ward committees.
Mr Amaresh stated that
according to the
Karnataka Municipal
Corporations (KMC)
Act, 1976, the ward
committees should be
formed within a month
of the election of the
council.
with elevators.
Of the developed portion, Maverick Holdings
will get 50 per cent of the
commercial space and
the remaining 50 per cent
of the commercial space,
to be in the possession of
BBMP, would be leased to
Maverick Holdings as per
a management contract
for 30 years. The BBMP
will get Rs 1.7 crore per
quarter as lease, he said.
It may be recalled that
JD(S) leader in the BBMP
council
Padmanabha
Reddy had suggested that
the BBMP can pump in
money for the construction of EWS quarters and
commercial space in 15
acres.

remove any such encroachment within a specified
period. In specific cases,
the ASI has also filed a litigation
against
the
encroachers before the
court of law. Efforts have
been made to remove the
encroachments under the
provision of the Ancient
Monuments
and

Youth Congress members clean Cubbon Park in protest against BBMP’s alleged negligence in maintaining cleanliness in Bengaluru on Monday
— Shashidhar B.

Archaeological sites and
Remains Act. Further, the
deputy commissioners of
the respective districts
have been requested to
demolish
the
illegal
encroachments,”
said
Kumari Seljia. The action
and the vigilance at the
protected sites do not
seem adequate despite the
Union government assuring action against the
offenders. In June 2011, a
list was released that
showed
encroachment
upon 53 monuments in
Karnataka, and in less
than a year, the number
has gone up to 59.
Sources in the ministry
of culture have also indicated that the number of
monuments encroached
upon could be many more
than that stated in the letter.

Residents living around
Varthur Lake spend an
extra `100 every month on
mosquito repellents since
the lake has become more
polluted.
According to a survey
carried out by a researcher
from Indian Institute of
Science and K K School students, around Rs 30,000 is
spent per year to rid the
place of mosquitoes.
The survey was carried
out in the last 18 months
and the report reveals several other associated problems with the lake pollution.
Sample
this.
Municipal solid waste
dumped in the lake catchment and untreated sewage
and effluents released into
lake have affected the
health of local residents.
Increased cases of Malaria,
fever, dysentery and skin
diseases (dermatitis) have
been reported from around
the lake.
If people are suffering due
to increased pollution, the
waterbody and its dependents such as waterfowls
(aqua birds) are also under
threat.
Residents say borewell
water is being contaminated too.
“Profuse growth of exotic
plant species such as water
hyacinth and exotic fish
culture has also contributed to extinction of
native species of fauna.
Prolific macrophytes lace
the water surface completely lessening dissolved oxygen level and hindering the
photosynthesis
process.

■ Varthur lake is spread
over 445 acres of wetland and receives
almost 40% of
Bengaluru sewage to
the extent of 450-500
MLD
■ The historic lake was
built 1,000 years ago by
Ganga rulers
Algaeal
communities
depending on photosynthetic
activity
have
declined and mortality of
sensitive life stages inside
water has also risen,” said
Dr T V Ramachandra, who
led the survey.
During the survey the residents also reported poaching of waterfowl such as
Purple moorhen, Spot
billed Pelican (Pelicans are
protected under schedule 1
of Wildlife Protection Act
along with tigers and elephants), Common coot and
White-breasted water hen,
resulting in the decline of
their numbers.
“Enhanced sewage and
effluents inflow coupled
with excess exploitation of
wetland goods are prime
reasons for the decline in
indigenous fish species and
prevalence of invasive
species during the last two
decades. Dominant fish
species
reported
in
Varthur during 1960s such
as
Clarias
batrachus,
Heteropneustes fosslis and
Mystus dittatus have dwindled in numbers or almost
gone extinct from the lake,”
said the researchers who
worked on the survey.

BU orders re-evaluation of cheaters’ papers
SHRINIVASA M. | DC
BENGALURU, JAN. 2

Here is testimony to the
quality of examination
affairs managed in the
prestigious
Bangalore
University (BU).
BU has decided to re-evaluate answers that were
struck off by the two
Masters in Engineering
(M.E.) students. The students struck off their
answers after they were
allegedly found cheating in
the
engineering
Post
Graduate (PG) exams held
in June/July 2011.
According to the university officials, the students

of
University
Visvesvaraya College of
Engineering (UVCE) were
caught copying on June 30,
2011. UVCE staff who were
eyewitness and exam
squad
members(ARE
THEY THE SAME AS
INVIGILATORS?) said the
students struck off their
‘copied’
answers
on
request that the squad
would not register a case
against
them.
They
allowed the boys to go out
of the exam hall once they
struck off their answers.
As their answers were
struck off, they weren’t
marked in the subject.
But immediately after

Two students of
UVCE were
caught copying
on June 30, 2011
the incident, both the students approached the university
authorities
requesting them to direct
the UVCE to conduct reevaluation of the same
answer sheets. Their complaint was that one of the
squad members compelled
them to cancel all the
pages. They alleged that
they had cancelled their
answer booklet under

stress. Based on their complaint, university formed
an inquiry committee.
While deposing in front
of the committee, Dr. K.
Chethan Kumar, one of the
squad members said he
had encircled answers
copied in pencil on the
answer sheets of both the
students. He also deposed
that he saw one student
copying the answer from
another. He said the students struck off the
answers on their own. But
he also admitted that he
didn’t execute his responsibilities properly while
handling the malpractice.
After hearing the four

faculty members of UVCE,
now the inquiry committee has directed the university to re-evaluate all
the answers and give the
results at the earliest to
the students.
University
syndicate
member
Prof.
K.V.
Acharya told this newspaper that he had urged the
governor to order a high
level inquiry in this
regard. “Most the faculty
deposed that answers were
struck off by students
themselves. In such a circumstance who gave university the authority to reevaluate them,” he questioned.

FOR THE ELITE

School of economics to charge hefty fee
DC CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU, JAN. 2

The Bangalore School of
Economics (BSE) that is in
the pipeline, will offer a
four year BS (economics)
course to begin with and a
two year MS (economics)
course a year later.
The fee could be as high
as Rs 1.3 lakh a year for the
BS (economics) course and
Rs 1 lakh for the MS (economics) course.
The steep fee has been
suggested by a six member
study group that has estimated it will take Rs 162
crore to build the institute
in the the next five years.
The academic building

which will be developed in
three phases on 50 acres of
land provided by the
Bangalore University (BU)
is expected to cost Rs 131.48
crore to complete, leaving
the institute with a revenue
deficit of Rs 10 crore for the
first five years. The study
group has therefore suggested the university fix a
higher fee both for the BS
(economics) and MS (economics) courses to to
bridge the deficit.
It has also recommended
a target class size of 100
with two sections for the
BS course to begin with and
eventually raising the
strength to 1,000 students
across the four years.

The steep fee has
been suggested by
a six member
study group that
has estimated it
will take Rs 162
crore to build the
institute in the
next five years.
The academic
building will be
developed in three
phases on 50
acres of land

CRAFTY
OUTING

Visitors at Cottage Mela organised by
Central Cottage Industries Emporium in
Bengaluru on Monday
— DC

